ye, A 


5 05 or Plunging the whole Body under- 
rror and Innovation, it having no 
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this oft "unpleaſant V, erk. 


T will be very neceſſary before 
TI proceed, to give the Reader an 
Account, why Tat firſt wrote, and 
alſo why 1 now print, the follow- 
ing Ditcourfe. 

The Occaſion. of Writing it at 
firſt was this, (viz.) I have for may Years be- 


longed to a friendly Society, who uſed ro meet 
at a certain Crfee- H. e in Lon don, every Mon- 


day in the Evening to conferr together; now 
the greater Number of onr Friends belonging 
to this Society were of the Anabapriſe perſuaſi- 
on; who would be frequently entertaining us 
with Diſcourſes on the Subject of Infants Bap- 
tiſm, inveighing againſt the Ordinance; and al- 
ſo the Manner 5 its Adminiſtration, and that 
ſometimes in a very upguarded Manner, Ar- 
raigning and Condemning ſeveral worthy ortho- 
dox Miniſters for practil ng of it, to our great 


Griet and Offence. 15 
pet notwithſtanding thoſe of us. who held 
Infants Baptiſm, ſhewed fo much Moderation 


and Chriſtian Forbearance, as never once to op- 
poſe or contradict them for many Years toge- 
ink until (encouraged by our long + Silence) they 
grew more bold, and impertinently rroubletome ; 
inſomuch, that one of them challenged to diſ- 
pute the Point with any Man in th e Room, and 
B * particularly 
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particularly with me by Name. Vet every one 


of us for the ſake of Peace refuſed it, and con- 


tinued in the moſt courteous and friendly Man- 
wg to bear with them, until we was quite wea- 

of it, and ſome of our Friends had peacea- 
bly left us on that very Account. But they 
ſeoing themſelves to be ſtill ſo ſucceſsful as ne- 


ver to meet with any Oppoſition, ſome of them 


at laſt grew ſo bold, as confidently to affirm, that 
whoſoever held Infants Baptiſm, they muſt hold it 


againſt their Conſcience, which Words occaſion= 


ed an angry Debate betwixt two of our Friends, 


(viz. one on each fide of the Queſtion. 


© ] then ſeeing their Conduct fill tending to 
greater diſorder, and that there was never like 
to be any Peace unleſs they were ſilenced, as 
the Apoſtle Paul directs in a like Caſe in Tit. 


1. Io, It. For there are many unruly and 


vain Talkers, &c, eſpecially they of the Circum- 
ciſiun (and ho it may well be ſaid of many of the 
Oppoſers of Jnſauts Baptiſm) whoſe Mouths 
muſt be ſtepped, for they ſubvert whole Houſes, 


&c. 
c 1 4 verily thought with my ſelf that here was 


a loud Call of Providence to undertake the De- 5 


fence of the Truth and Ordinances of God, 


and it went againſt my Conſcience to decline 
it any longer. 
And therefore I propoſed to our Friend: 
who had formerly challenged me to D.ſpute, 
that in order to put an end to this Coe, 
3 I would write my Judgment concern— 
ing Infants Church-memberſhip and Baptiſm, 
and I would ſupport my Opinion by Scripture, 


or otherwiſe, in the beſt Manner I could; and 


thar he ſhould write his Judgment againſt it, and 


* he ſhould lupport his gs by Scripture, or o- 


* therwiſe 
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therwile f in the 1 beſt Manner he could; and 


both our Writings ſnould be brought and read 
before our Friends, that they might all hear 
and judge who had the moſt of Truth, and 
Strength of Argument on their Side, and that 


* ſhould end the Controverſy betuixt us. But 
this Propoſal, though moſt Juſt and equal on 


both Sides, yet it was refuſed at firſt, and 
I was again challenged to diſpute it; but the 
Vanity, Noiſe, and Nonſenſe, "iſualty attending 
ſuch Diſputations, as alſo the Mifrepreſenta- 


tions it would be ſubject to afterwards, I was , 
© too well aware of to be engaged in ſuch vain 


and fruitleſs Controverſies, and therefore I ſtill 


inſiſted on my own Propoſal as ſo juſt and equal 
on both Sides, as well as much more uſeful, 


that it would be very unreaſonable to refuſe it; 


and therefore after much De ebate, it was at laſt 


complied with, and the time was ſer to be rea- 
dy againſt that Day Month. 

Thus far is the Account why Lat firſt wrote 
the following Diſcourſe. 

© And the Reaſons why I now think fir to 


Print it, are: 


* Iſt, For the Help and Confirmation of ſuch, 


as either are not thoroughly eſtabliſhed in the 


preſent Truth, or have not in a Readineſs 


wherewith to anſwer the Cavils and Objections 


that are frequently made uſe of to ſeduce them 


from it; for tho' many eminent Divines have 


written far more excellently upon this Subject 

then I can pretend to have done, yet they have 
all written either ſo largely, or fo learnedly, 
or both, that it hath afforded but very little help 


to thoſe who really needed it moſt, and to ſuch, 


this brief, plain, familiar Diſcourſe may be 


much more uſeful. 


adly, For the ſake of the more moderate of 
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the Anabaptiſt Perſuaſion that they may ſee 


upon how weak Grounds ſo much Noiſe and 


Clamour is raiſed againſt theſe Privileges of the 
Infant Seed of Believers, and that a Man may 
be very zealoully affected in a wrong Cauſe, 


Gal. Iv. 17. But, 


* 3dly, And chiefly for the fe of my own 
Children, that I may thereby, as much as in 


me lieth, fortify them againſt theſe every where 
prevailing Errors, and againſt Temptations to 


renounce their Baptiſm, and to turn their Backs 
upon, yea to flight and deſpiſe an able Godly 
Orthodox Miniftry, and give heed to ſeducing 


Fables, as Multitudes of giddy unwary Profeſlors 
have done, and daily do, who are like C ildren 


Tofſed to and fro, and carried about with every 


Wind of Doctrine, by the flight of Men, aud cunning 


Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceine, Epheſ. 


iv. 14. and are as eaſily impoſed upon, and 
miſled as Children by every pretender to Truth. 
For the pernicious Errors of crying up Be- 
lievers Baptiſm, as if that only was of Divine 


Inſtitution, and vehemently denying and con- 
demning Infants Right to Church-Memberſhip 
and Baptiſm, as an Human Invention, and there- 


by caſting them all out of the viſible Church 
and Kingdom of Chriſt, and conſequently into 
the viſible Kingdom of the Devil, tor I know 


of no middle State, no not even in this World, 
and alſo the doting upon that unſcriptural Prac- 


rice, of Baptizing by Dipping or Plunging the 
whole Body under Water, which though without 
any one Precept or Precedent for it in the Word 
of God. Yet both theſe Errors have been Pro- 


pogated with ſo much Art and Induftry, that 
they have produced a very plentiful Harveſt ; 


whilſt not only Multitudes of the more Igno- 
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rant and unwary Proſeſſors, but many ſerious 
Chriſtians allo, have been caught in the Snare 
to their great Prejudice and Dithooour': For 
they no ſooner come to embrace theſe Errors, 
but a whole Train of evil Conſequences imme- 
diately follows upon it. (viz.) ſuch as renounc- 


ing their former Baptiſm; and being Rebap- 
tized their way; and then they learn not only 
to turn their Backs upon, but alſo to {hight and 
deſpiſe an able Godly Orthodox Miniſtry, and 


upon every Occaſion, to ſpeak very ſlightly and 


diſreipectfully of chem this I know to be the 


common Practice of many of them, I having 
heard it with Grief and Reſentment many a 


time. 


hut let ſuch know, that God wal not ſuffer” 
their Impiety to go unpuniſhed. Her ore then 
were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my Servant 
Moſes, ſaid God to Aaron and Miriam for alike 


ſeditious Practices, Numb. xii. 8. And our Saviour 


ſaith of his Miniſters, Luke x. 16. He that hear- 


eth you heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth you deſ- 


piſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me deſpiſeth him 
that ſent me: God takes all the Slights and Af- 
fronts that are put upon any of his faithful Mi- 


niſters as done to himſelf. 


* And then they are taught ro believe that our 


Minifters are not lawful Miniſters, becauſe 
(as they ſay) they were never Baptized ; neicher 


are their Congregations lawful Churches, be- 


cauſe none of them were ever Baptized ; and 


thus they learn to unchurch and unchriſtian all 


the World but themſelves. 


And were this fatal Doctrine bur as univer- 
ally believed, as they induſtriouſly endearour 
to Propogate it, it were eaſy to foreſee what 


would ſoon diode of the Incereg zt Chrift, 
and his Goſpe! in the Worte 
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© But I would earneſtly exhort and charge you, 
my dear Children, in the Apoſtle's Words, in 
Rom. xvi. 17. To mark them which cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences contrary to the Doctrine which ye have 
learned, aud avid them. And let no areful Pre- 


tence whatſoever tempt you to ſlight or deſpiſe, 


and much leſs to turn your Backs upon any 
able faithſul Miniſter of the Goſpel, but always, 

according to the ſame Apoſtle's Earl in 
the 17 / v. 13. Eſteem them very bighly in Love 
for their Works ſake. And fee that you ever high- 
ly prize and value every precious Goſpel Mercy 


and Privilege which God hath graciouſly beſtow- 


ed on you and yours, and particularly that of 
your Infents Church- Memberſhip; for it is a 
very great Mercy and Privilege to be a Mem- 
ber, yet though ar preſent they are no more but: 


viſible Members of Chriſt's Church and King- 
dom on Earth; for they are in a much fairer 


and more likely way for Converſion and Salva- 
tion in the Church than they could be out of 
it; becauſe ſuch are eminently in the Way of 
promiſed Mercy. See Ex:d. xx. 24. In all Pla- 


ces where I Record my Name 1 will come unto thee, 


aud I will bleſs thee, 
* Moreover, the Children of godly Parents, as 
ſach, are born to a valuable Inheritance of ex- 


ceeding g oreat and. precious Promiſes and Pri- 


vileges; even ſuch as the reſt of the World- 
are Strangers to, Rom. ix. 4. Who are Iſraelites 
to whim pertaineth the Adoption, and the Glory, and 

25 Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the 
Service of God and the Promiſes, &c. | 
© Theſe choice Privileges were peculiar to the 
Iſraelites, and to their Seed, before the Coming 
of Chr iſt; and at that time the Gentiles and their 
Seed were without Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
- Commonwealth of lirael, aud Strangers Jaw the 
Co- 
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and their Seed are fully inveſted with all the 
no more Strangers and Foreigners, but Fellow Citizens 


Fillow Heirs, aud of the ſame Body, (vix.) Church 
with the Jews, believing entiles, and their Seed, 


But here ſome may objed and ſay, what Pro- 


are not ſaving to all thoſe that do enjoy them? 


fou? he anſwereth, ver. 2. Much every way, 


( vii ) 
Covenants of Promiſe ; having no Hope, and with- 
Our God il the World, Epheſ. 11. 12. But aow 
Chriſt hath broken down the middle Wall of Parti- 
tion between us, ver. 14, Now believing Gentiles 


ſame precious Promiſes and Privileges that the 
Iſ-aclites were, Epheſ. ii. 19 Now therefore ye are 


with the Saints, and of the Houſbold of God ; * 
belieying Gentiles are ſaid, Epheſ. iii. 6. To b 


are now grafted into the ſame Olive Tree, of 
which the Jews and their Seed were the natural 
Branches, but are now broken off for Unbelief, 
as is more fully made to appear in the fol- | 
lowing Diſcourſe. 


fir is there in theſe external Privileges, if they 


© Such I ſhall anſwer in the Apoſtle's Words, 
who asketh the ſame Queſtion, 5 an{wereth it 
himſelf, in Rom. iii 1, 2. Hat Advantage then 
hath the Jew, or what P. fit is there of Circumci- 


chiefly becauſe that unto them were commiried the 
Oracles of God, &c. ne 
© Much every way; it was every way advanta- 
geous to them, but chiefly becauſe that unto 
them was committed the Oracles of God; the 
Word of God, and the Ordinances of the 12 8 
ſpel are cammitted unto them; they have the 
Means of Grace to enjoy which others have not, 
and they are in a fair Probability of Salvation; 
and tho they are not all ſaved, yet the Golden 
Vein of Election runs peculiarly amongſt them, 
and we have no Warrant from God to believe 

that any are ſayed out of the Church ; ; and it 
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mult needs Nd very great Comfort to any 
ſerious Chriſtian to conſider, that even his dear 
Children alſo are planted in God's Vineyard, 

and ſo are under the peculiar Care of his Pro- 
vidence ; fee Haiab xxvii 2, 3. In that Day ſing ye 


unto ber Vintyard of Red IV ine, I the Lord do 


"keep it, I will water 7s every Moment leaſt any hurt c 
1 will keep it Night and Day. This Vineyard of 
th e Lord of Hoſts was then, the Honfe of Ifr ael, h 


and the Men of Jadah his pleaſant Plant, Wa. v 


7. Theſe precious Privileges are peculiar to 
the Church of God whereſoever it is planted, 


and ſuch kind Promiſes were never made to any 
out of it. Do you ſtedfaſtly believe and hold faſt 
theſe Truths, and let no Man Diſpute or Rea- 


ſon you out of tbem <- 


For your fakes chi iefly do 1 print thi follow 
| Diſcourſe, for what hath been my Caſe, and is 
| frequently the Caſe of many Thouſands of more 
excellent Chriſtians, may very likely be yours, 
(vz.) to be often and frongly aſſaulted with 
Temprations to part with theſe precious Truths, 
And to receive groſs Errors and blind Delu- 
ſions inſtead af” them; I would therefore, as 


much as in me lieth, endeavour to 21989 you 
againſt them. 


* Be not over credulous, 9 not every pre- 


tender to Truth. The Simple believeth every 
Word, bit the prudent Man looketh well to his go- 


ing, Prov. xiv. 15. The noble Bereans are great- 


ly mended: Acts xvii. 11. Becauſe they would 


not recent ve any Doctrine upon truſt, no not from an 
Adiſtie, bat ſeuiched the Scriptures daily to ſee whe- 
ther it was true or uot. Do you always uſe the 


fame commendable Care and Diligence. 


© Therefore let me again charge you to beware 
of them, who cauſe Diviſions and Offences con- 


trary to the Doctrine which you have learned, 
and avoid them. 1 5 Beuare 
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(ix) 
© Beware of ſuch Perſons, whoſe Religion ſeems 
wholly ro lie in clamouring and railing againſt 
Infants Right to Charch-Memberſhip and Bap- 
tiſm, which are God's own Ordinance, and in 
| * diſputing and contending more for the mode of 
= © Baptizing, by Dipping or Plunging the whole 
Body under Water, then ſor all the great and 
neceſſary Articles of the Chriſtian Religion; 
* which though it is but an Human Invention, 
Aand hath not one Precept nor Precedent for it in 
the Word of God; yet both theſe Errors many 
* * dote upon, and are ever labouring to gain Pro- 
ſelytes unto, with ſo great Zeal and Diligence, N 
as if the Whole of Chriſtianity did conſiſt in a 
Conformity thereunto, Ard therefore they are ever 
doteing about Queſtions and Strifes of Words con- 
cerning theſe Things; wher of cometh Envy, Strifes, 
Railings, evil Surmif ngs, perverſe Diſputings 4 | 
Men of corrupt Minds, &c. 1 Tim, vi. 4, 5. 
© What violent Oppoſition they have made in 
theſe laſt Ages againſt our greateſt Keformers, 
both in Fngland and in Foreign Countries, is 
too well known to all who are but a little con- 
verſant in Hiſtory. : 
But particularly here in . ever Bier ; 
the Beginning of the Reformation, they have 
been continually oppoſing and contradicting, 
not only Private Chriſtians, but alſo the moſt 
able, Godly, Orthodox Minifters of the Goſpel, 
and hindering them in their Maſter's Work 
What continual vain Boaſtings, what Writings, 
what Challenges, what Diſputings; yea, how 
many Triumphs for Victory have they made in 
all Parts of the Kingdom. 
* When the Aſſembly of Divines, and Com 
miſſioners of the Church of Scotland ſat at Weſt - 
' minſter in 1643, though they were employed in 
£ Religious Affairs of the prearet Importance for 


a fur- 
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SV 
© a further Reformation, yet would not the reſt= © 
© leſs Adverſary ſuffer them to go on quietly in 

their Work: But even then their great Cham 
pion Dr. Tombs ſent to Dr. Tuckney, Chairman of 
the Committee, no leſs than a whole Dozen of | 
impertinent, perverſe Arguments againſt in? 
fants Baptiſm for them to anſwer, whilſt others © 
of their Teachers in the Country endeavoured 
to perſuade People, that Infants Baptiſm was 
ſinful; and then to perſuade them that it was 
a Sin to hear, and to joyn with our Miniſters, © 
becauſe they were unbaptized Perſons : And 
indeed, but few Miniſters, or private Chriſtians 
either, have been ſo happy as wholly to eſcape *' 
their Aſſaults, ſo reſtleſs and unwearied are 
they in their Endeavours to propagate their 
Errors, and till they preſume, that no Man is 

able to ſtand before them. Oo: 
And, indeed, to the Shame and Diſhonour 

of moſt of our lazy indolent Profeſſors, be it 
ſpoken, but very few of them are able to deal 
with them; and much leſs are they able to de- 
fend any of the great and important Articles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, if they happen to be ſet 
upon by a cunning Adverſary : But let me tell 
ſuch, that if they ſpent leſs Time in their need- 
leſs Diverſions and Recreations (to ſay no worſe) 

and diligently improved that Time in Prayer 

and the Study of God's Word, and other ſuit- 

able Helps, they would certainly be much bet- 

ter Proficients in the School of Chriſt, and be 
better able to defend thoſe precious Truths 
which they do now (but little more than) profeſs 

to believe, But what a Shame and Diſhonour 

is it, even to- any Private Chriftian, that he 
ſhould not be able to ſay exceeding much more, 

and more to the Purpoſe, for any of the pre- 
cious Truths and Ordinances and Miniſters gf 2 
7 | | ng 
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the Goſpel to, than any Adverſary can be able 


to ſay againſt them. 


This I own to be a Digreſſion; ; but it hath 
grieved me many a Time to ſee and hear the 


groſs Ignorance and Stupidity of the Genera- 
lity of Profeſſors, and that not only of the 


meaner fort, bu: Men of Figure, a dea good 

Character in the Church; how eaſily {nch have 
been quite nonplusꝰd and filenced by any tri- 
fling Objection, or weak and fonliſh Argu- 


ment made uſe of againſt them by an Ad ver- | 
ſary, though of but common and mean Parts. 
And ir is this that gives them fuch great 
Advantage againſt the Truth, and the Profeſ- 

ſors of it, and makes them ſo bold in their 

Aſſaults, and ſo often to triumph for Victory, 
though gained over only childiſh Folly and 
n 
I. Will cle this Apology with » Word or 


two to our Friends of the Anabaptiſt Perſua- 


ſion, who may think that I have dealt ſome- 
what cenſoriouſly or uncharitab'y with them: 


But if they will ſeriouſly and impartially conſi- 


der the Caſe in all its Circumſtances from firſt 
to laſt, they cannot but ſee great Cauſe to think 5 
otherwiſe.” For, 


At, 1 have waolly . 3 every "as 4 


Name concerned in this Affair; and the Place 
where it was Tranſacted, that no Man might 


be reflected upon about it. 5 
* 2dly, We were not the Agreſſors, but exer- - 


ciſed long Patience and Chriftian Forbearance 


towards them, and bore their Affronts and In- 


ſults many Years; when at the ſame time we 
were well aſſured, that if either of us, had ever 
preſumed to have made, if but one ſingle Re- 
flection, upon any of their Miniſters, or Opi- 


nions, or way of Baprizing „they would not 
* have 
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have forborn us, ſo many Minutes, but accord- 


ing to their wonted Bravery, they would have 
immediately challenged the Field of us to — 

Jute it out by dint of Argument. 
* 2dly, What I have written at laſt was even 


extorted from me, for I was forced to do it; 
or elſe I muſt ſtill have baſely and cowardly be 
traved, and given up the Cauſe and Trath of 
God, without once endeavouring the juſt and 
neceſſary Defence of it, which I durſt not in 

Conſcience do any longer. 285 


*- Athly, I declare, that Bete ß n de any 


ſeeming uncharitableneſs, I have dealt moſt fa- 
vourably and tenderly with them, without mak 


ing mw Reflections on any of their Minifters, 


(as they did on ours) or on any of their other 
Errors, which they held formerly, or do hold 
at preſent, all which J am familiarly acquainted 
with, and was well able to have improved a- 
gainſt them, but I confined my ſelf to the pre- 
ſent Controverſy, for the ſake of Peace, and 
the Love I bear to many of them, whom I eſ- 


teem as Perſons truly fearing God, notwith- 


ſtanding the Errors which they have unhappily . 
fallen mae 


* 5thly, Have {here inveighed againſt their 
Errors, and againſt the violent Oppoſition, 
which they make againſt the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and the Ordinances and Priviledges of the 
Goſpel, and warned and charged my Children 
to beware of theſe Snares, and endeayoured to 


fortify them againſt the Danger thereof. And 
can they blame me for ſo doing, when they 


themſelves have been the Agreſſors. And have 


not I as good a Right for once to endeavour | 


to defend the Ordinances and Privileges, and 


Miniſters of the Goſpel too, as they have fre- 


quently, to rail and clamour againſt them, and 
tg 
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to endeavour to deliver my Children, and Chri- 
ſtian Friends to if I can, out of theſe Snares, 
as they have always, to endeavour to entangle 
them therein; and ſhould I not be guilty of 
great unfaithfulneſs to them, wholly to negle& 
it; when they themſelves have made it necel- 
ſary for us to be thus upon our Guard. 

* 6thly, It is the Cauſe of God and his ＋ ruth, 
that I am engaged in the Defence of, and ſhould 
1 cowardly betray it, or lazily defend it for 


Men in the World, I ſhould greatly offend God, 5 
and wrong my own Soul. 
© 7thly, And laſtly, Iwill condhide, with . 
hy recommending to them theſe two Things, viz. 
* iſt, That they would ſpend more of their 
Time and Zeal, in Preaching up, and in diſput- 
ing for the abſolute neceſſity of Regeneration, 
of Repentance and Faith in Chrift, and leſs in 
bitter InveGives againſt Infants Baptiſin, and 8 
thoſe who Practice it. 
* 2dly, That they would Zealouſly and Biene : 
ly endeavour to convert the Ignorant and Pro- 
phane, and not labour only to gather Proſe- 
lytes out of other Churches. | 
* Thus would they act more wiſely in the firſt, 2 


more fairly in the Second, and more becoming 
_ Chriſtians 1 in both. ON 


Come now to what was written by 1 me in De- 

fence of Infants Charch-Memberſhip and 
„pl Cc. And read before our Society. But 
becauſe I did expect that there would be ſeve- 
ral Strangers there preſent at the Reading of it; 
74 thought it would be greatly neceſſary, right- 
* to inform them of the Occaſion and Deſign 
. of it before L be San, and alſo truly to. he 
[0 


fear of diſpleaſing any Man, or any Body of 


C xiv ) 


© the Controverſy depending betwixt us, which 


© TI did in a very ſhort Preface as follows. 

_ © Before I begin to read the following Diſ- 
4 
© Friends with the Occaſion and Deſign of it, eſ- 
* pecially if there are any here, who are not ac- 
* quainted with it already, which is as followeth : 


© We of this Friendly Society, who have con- 


verſed together in this Manner (at leaſt many 
of us) near this ſeven Years, in great Reſpe& 
and Friendſhip, yet differ in our judgments in 


to any Arguments or Objections made uſe of 


ſion, far from the like Moderation and Chriſti- 
an forbearance, have very often, and of late 
cuſtomarily been urging their Opinions upon us, 
as neceſſary for us to Believe and Practice, even 
far beyond the Weight and Importance of the 


Cenſures and Reflections on our Miniſters, and 
the Ordinance it ſelf as practiſed by us, even 
in a very unguarded Manner; on Account of 
which, ſome of our Friends have been offended, 
and others have withdraun from us, to the great 
Hinderance of our more profitable Converſation 
together. 1 . 
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the foregoing Account, that the Anabapriſts 
would be ready to conclude from our long Si- 
lence, that they were wholly in the Right, and 
that we had, as they ſuggeſted, no Foundation 
le piety in 


2 A A „ 


courſe, it will be neceſſary to acquaint our 


Point of Infants Church-Memberſhip and Bap- | 
tiſm, c. And though thoſe of us, who hold 
Infants Baptiſm, did never once in all this 
time mention, and much leſs ſeek, by any | 
Means, to impoſe our Opinions upon them, nor | 
did we ever ſo much as once return an Anſwer 


by them in Favour of their Opinions againſt us. 
© Yet our Brethren of the Anabaptiſt perſua- | 


Subject, and that ſometimes accompanied with 


© Now it will be very natural to conclude from 
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Practice. 

And on the other Hand, ſome of our Friends 

might very likely be fumbled, as well as offend- 
ed by their frequent Aſſaults made upon us. 


„ * 


Now my End and Deſign in Writing this Diſ- 
courſe was, to prevent as much as I could both 


theſe Evils. 


And I would alſo, before I begin, remove all 


Occaſion of Miſunderſtanding, in Point of the 
Controverſy depending betwixt us, ard therefore 


it by Bapuſm. 


© certain Election and Salvation of all the Chil- 


* dren of godly Parents, no, far from that, for 
© | beljeve with the A poſtle, Rom. ix. 6, 7. That 
© they are not all Iſrael, who are of Ifrael, neither 
© becauſe they are the Seed of Abraham are they all 
© Children of the Promiſe, But that which I believe, 
and ſhall endeavour to prove, is their viſible 


c 


© Church Memberſhip. (vz.) Thar as all Abra- 


© ham's natural Seed then, Iſhmael as well as 
© Iſaac, and Eſau as well as Jacob, were exter- 
nal) in Covenant, and Circumciſed, even ſo all 


c 


© the Children of Believers now under the Golpel ; 


; are viſible Church- -Members, and as ſuch ought 


* to be Baptized- 


This is what the Anabaptiſts deny to all 1 
85 * fants, and this is what I ſhall endeavour to 

| © prove doth belong to all the Infants of Believ- 

ers as ſuch by God's own Appointment, even 


c 


* now under the Goſpel. I now 1 
e 


in the Word of God, for our Judgment and 


whilſt J am pleading for, or endeavouring to 
prove, that all the Children of believing Parents 


are by God's own me ciſul Gift aud Ordinance, 
Men bers of his viſible Church and Kingdom, 


and that as ſuch, they ought. to be admitted into 


5 Obſerve here, that I would be underſtood 
© that Jam pleading for, Or chat ; believe the 
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We are commanded in the 1 Peter iii 15. Jo 
be ready always to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that asfeth us a Reaſon of the Hope 


that is in us, with Meekneſ's and Fear. 


Times, as to my Judgment concerning 


2 = 2 
al laſs Infants Church-Memberſhip and Bap- 


NG 7 EL tiſm, I do in Obedience to this Com- 
SE DLY 


my Duty, and proceed as followeth : _ 
I do moſt ſtedfaſtly believe and affirm, that 
all the Children of believing Parents are, by the 


merciful Gift and Ordinance of God, Members 
of his viſible Church and Kingdom, and that as 
ſuch, they have a Right to be baptized; and there- 


ore they ought to be ſolemnly admitted into the 
Church by Baptiſm, even in their Infant State. 


That they were Members of the Viſible Church 
and Kingdom of God, by his own merciful Gift 


and Ordinances, in Old . eee Times, and 
conſtantly admitted} into it by Circumciſion, (the 
then initiating Sign or Seal of the Covenant) is 
evident from rhe moſt clear and abundant Teſti- 
mony of the Holy Scripture, as you may ſee in 
Gen. xvil. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. And God ſaid unto 
Abraham, Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant therefore, 


thou and thy Seed after thee : every Man Child among 


ou 


5», O W I having been queſiioned ſeveral 


mand, and for divers others weighty 
Reaſons, very willingly ſubmit thus to diſcharge 
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hou ſpall be circumciſed.” Verſe 11. Aud ye foul! cir- 
2 50 the Fleſh of your Fore-skin. Verde 12. And 


it ſhall be a Token of the Covenazt berwe n me aud 
5 %. Verſe 13. And my Covenant ſhall be in your 


Fleſh for an everlaſting Covenant. 
Thus it doth evidently appear, that all the 


Children of Believing Abraham were, by the mer- 
ciful Gift and Ordinance of God, taken into 


Covenant with himſelft, and made Members of 
his Viſible Church and Kingdom together with A- 


braham, and had the Seal (Circumcilion) applied | 


to hem even in their Infant State. 


And alſo that this Privilege was not peculiar 
to Abraham and ro his immediate Seed only, but 


it was to be continued to his Poſterity through- 


out their Generations for an everlaſting Cove- 


OR 
And that this oY; Gift and Obdindhce 


of God of Infancs Church-Memberſhip and Cir- 
cumciſion, was continued in the Jewiſh Church, 
even until the coming of Chrilt, 1s ſo plainly and 
fully confirmed throughout the. Old Teſtament, 
that Itrufſt no Man will pretend to deny it. 


2dly, It doth further appear, that all the hn 
dren of Believing Parents in the Jewiſh Church, 


were not only Members of the Viitole Church 


and Kingdom of God, but alſo that as ſuch they 


were always together with their Parents; ſolemn- 


ly engaged in all Covenant Tranſactions wich 


God, as you may ſee, Deut, xxix. 10, II, 12, 13. 


Te and this Day all of you before the Lord your God. 


Verſe 11. Dur little cnes, your Wives, &c. Verſe 12. 
That thou ſhouldeſt enter into a Cov nant with the Lord 
thy God, and into his Oath, which rhe Lord thy God 
maketh with thee this Day, Verſe 13. That he may 
eſtabliſ thee to Day for a People unto himſelf, and that 
be may be unt thee a God, ns he hath faid unto thee x 
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and as he hath fworn unto thy Fathers, to Abraham, 


to Iſaac, and to Jacob : And for a further Proof 
of this Truth, tee 2 Chron, xx. 13. and Ezra x. 1. 
and Joel ii. 16. 

Obſerve here, that God took all theſe little 

ones in as full and as ample a manner into his 
Covenant and into his Oath, as he did their Pa- 
rents, thus ſolemnly to eſtabliſh them both toge- 
ther for to be a People unto himſelf, and that he 
might be unto them a God, according to his faith= 


fal Promiſe and his Oath, Verſe 13. As he hath 


ſaid unto thee, and as he hath ſworn unto thy Fathers, 
zo Abraham, to Iſaac, and unto Jacob. Thus 1 it is 
very evident. 
1 /. That this was truly a Continuation and 
Eſtabliſnment of that ſame Covenant which God 
made with Abraham and his Seed in Gen, xvii. As 


fie hath ſworn unto thy Fathers, 10 Abraham, to Ifaac, 
and to Jacob. 


zh, That all theſe little ones were as truly, as : 


Fully, and as compleatly taken into Covenant 
with God, and made Members of his Viſible 
Church and Kingdom as their Parents. 


zah, I might further ſnew, that God did al- 


ways account of them as his own Servants and 


Children in a ſpecial and peculiar Manner, as 


you may fee in Levit. xxv. 41. 42. Aud then ſhall 
he depart from thee, both he and his Children with him, 


for they are my Servants which J brought forth out of 


the Land of Egypt, Cc. And, Ezekiel xvi. 20, 21. 

| Moreover thou 23 taken thy Sous and thy Daughters 
which thou haſt born unto me, and theſe haſt thou ſa- 
cri ficed unto them to be devoured, is this of thy Whore- 
doms a ſmall Matter that thou haſt ſlain my Children. 
1 would enquize here, how then durſt any Man 


preſume to caſt God's Children out of his Viſible 


Church and Kingdom. But, 
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Athiy, It is alſo worthy our ſerious Obfervs- 

tion, That as God doth, through the Riches of his 
_ diſtinguiſhing Grace and Mercy, always beſtow on 
the Seed of the Godly, all the ſame External Cove- 


nant Mercies and Privileges that he doth on them- 


ſelves; . and that becauſe they are ſuch, as it is 
ſaid, Deut. iv. 37. And becauſe he loved thy Fathers, 
therefore he choſe their Seed after them. So he gene- 
rally inflicts on the Seed of the Ungodly the fame 
dreadful deſolating Judgments that he doth on 
themſelves, and that becauſe they are ſuch. So 
he dealt wich the Old World, when at the ſame 
time he ſaved Noah and his Sons for his Jake, 
though one of them was Ungodly. And ſo he 
dealt with Sodom and Gomorrah ; when at the ſame 
time he ſaved Lot and his Children for his ſake. 
And ſo he dealt with all the Firſt Born in Egypt. 
And fo he dealt with the. Canaanites concerning 
whom the Children of 1ſrael were commanded wot 
to leave alive any that breathed, Deut. xx. 16. So that 
let obſtinate Men ſay what they will, you fee here 
that God always makes a diſtinguiſhing Difference 
between the Seed of the Godly, and the Seed ofthe _ 
Wicked; and hath ſolemnly declared, Pſal. xxxvii. 


25, 26. That the Seed of the Righteous is bleſſed, and 


hath threatned, ver. 28. That the Seed of the Wicked 
ſhall be cut off. 


Thus I have moſt clearly and fully proved, 


| tft, That all the Children of Believing Parents, 
were, by the merciful Gift and Ordinance of God, 
taken into his Viſible Church and Kingdom, 
together with themſelves in Old Teſtament 


times were viſibly in Covenant with God, and 


{ that they always had thoſe bleſſed Privileges feal- 
ed to them by Circumciſion, the then Seal of the 
Covenant; and that theſe privileges were conti- 
nued to them i in the Jewiſh Church until the com- 


ing of Cit. 8 2 zdly, 
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2dly, That they were always together with their 


Pai ents, ſolemnly engaged in all Covenant Tranſ- 
actions with God. als : 

34ly, That God did always account of them as 
his own Servants and Children in an eſpecial and 
peculiar Manner. | 


4thly, That as God is thus diſtinguiſhingly good 
and gracious to all the Seed of the Godly as luch, 


ſo he ſheweth as great Juſtice and Severity to- 
wards the Sced of the Ungodly as ſuch, notwith- 


ſtapding their ſuppoſed Innocence and Incapa- 


ny” 


It remains now to enquire, whether this mer- | 
ciful Gift and Ordinance of God, of Infants 
 Church- Memberſhip is repealed or not. I have 


moſt clearly and fully proved from plain 'Tefti- 
mony of the Holy Scriptures, that they were 
Members of the Viſible Church and Kingdom of 
God by his own merciful Gift and Ordinance, 
and conſtantly admitted into it by Circumciſion in 


Old Teftament Times, even until the Coming 
of Chriſt. And then how came they to loſe this 


bleſſed Privilege? I challenge all the Enemies and 
Oppoſers of Infants Church-Memberthip and 


Eaptiſm in the World to ſhew us in the Word of 
God, when or where he caſt them our. For it 
hes on them ſoundly to prove the Repeal of this 


merciful Gitt and Ordinance of God, before we 
part with fo precious and valuable a Privilege ; 
howbeir, becauſe we are not now Diſputing, but 
I propoſed briefly to lay down my own Opinion, 
and my Reaſons on which it is grounded, I pro- 


ceed to declare, as before, 


. 


under the Goſpel, are by the ſame merciful Gift 
and Ordinance of God never yet repeated, con- 


tinued 


Q 


* 
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tinued in their ancient Privilege, of being Mem- 


bers of his Viſible Church and Kingdom, toge- 
ther with their Parents; and that as ſuch they 


ought to be ſolemnly admitted into it by Baptiſm, 
the now initiating Sign or Seal of the Covenant. 


That God's merciful Gift and Ordinance of 


Infants Church- Member ſhip is not repealed, but 
is continued the ſame in the Chriſtian Church, 
that it was in the Jewiſh Church is very evident. 


1/t. From Rom. xi. 17. And if ine of the Bran- 


ches be broken . Sc. From whence I argue thus; 


If but ſome of the Branches were broken off, then 


the reſt that were not broken off, muſt nevds re- 
tain their ancient Standing in the Church, both | 


Parents and Children. 


24ly. From Rom. xi. 20. Well 3 of Uubelief, 
they were broken off, Cc. Now if none of the Jews . 
were broken oft but for Unbelief, then all the 
Believing Jews and their Seed did fil! | retain th eir 


ancient Standing in the Church. 
34h. From Rom. xi. 17. And if fone of the B. auches 


be broken off, aud thou being a wild Olive T: ce were 


grafted in amoneft them, and with ien on of 
the Ruot and Fatneſs of the Olive Tce. 


Obſerve here, that the Apoſtle uſing rhe Simi— 
litude of an Olive Tree; by Good Olive Tree, I 


hope you will allow, that he means the Viſible. 


Church, and by Wild Olive Tree, the whole On- 
believing World. 


And then if it was the fame Church that ſome 


of the Few were broken off from, and which the 


Believing Gentiles were grafted into, hey theſs 


Believing Geatiles Children had the EM Right to 
Church-Memberſhip, and by confequence, to the 
| Seal of it too, that the Jews Children had. For if 
their Church always admitted Infants to be Mem- 


bers, and our Church is the ſame, then our 


220 


Church 


. 
1 
1 
4 
7 


ET CF IE + 


OT 2 214 


. 
7 


(2) 


Church muſt admit of Infants to be Members too; 
_ 4thly, But it is fill further evident, that the 
Apoſtle thus arguing, doth here make the Olive 
"Tr ree, that is, the Church, to remain ſtill the very 
Ame only ſome of the Jewiſn Branches were 
broken off, and others of the Gentiles were graft- 
ed in in their ſtead. „ 
5th, From Rom. xi. 24. How much more + (ball theſe 
which be the natural Branches be grafted into their own 
Olive Tree. Now if it be into their own Olive 
Tree, even the ſame Olive Tree which they were 
broken off from, and of which they were the na- 
tural Branches; that the Jews ſhall be reingraffed 
into at their Recovery or Calling, then God's Or- 
dinance for their Infants Church Memberſhip, is 
not repealed, but this is expreſsly affirmed in the 
Text, therefore it is not repealed ; and the Apoſtle 
Faith, Epheſ. iii. 6. That the Gentiles are fellow Heirs, 
and of the ſame Body (viz.) Church with the Jews 
Sthly, I will further add this plain and certain 
Truth of the Goſpel, (viz.) That there is no Sal- 
vation for any, neither ſmall nor great, Jew nor 
Gentile, but in, and by the Covenant of Grace ; 
for the Covenant which we Gentiles are {ſaved by, 
is the ſelf ſame Covenant which God made with 
Abraham and his Seed; as I have ſhewed before; and 
now farther prove from Gal. iii. 29. And if ye be 
Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and Heirs ac- 
cordiug to the Pr omiſe z now that Cov enant and Pro- 
miſe was; that God would be his God, and the 
God of his Seed by an everlaſting Covenant, Gen. XVII. 
7. The which Spiritual Seed, rhe believing Gentiles 
and their Children are, as truly as was the Jews, 


and upon this very Account it is, that Abraham is 


called the Father of many Nations, in Gen. xvii. 5; 
and Rom. iv. 16, 17, 18. and therefore the Apoſtle 
taith, Gal. wv. 28. N we Brethren, as Uaac was 
, 05 | . 
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ae the Even of Promiſe, From whence I then 
Infer, that the Children of Believers now muſt 
needs be Church Members, and in Covenant as 
Iſaac's Children was; and therefore ought to be 
Baprized for the ſame Reaſons, that his was Cir- 


cumciſed. 


And, whereas the Anabaptiſts call upon us for 
plain Scriprure, to warrant our Faith and Practice 


in this Point; I think that here they have it moſt 


clearly, and abundantly if they will believe ir. 
And truly, ſo much is ſaid in favour of the 

Seed of godly Parents, and the tender Care and 
Love which God ſhews towards them, in an pe 


cial and peculiar Manner, as ſuch, not only in 


the Old Teſtament, but throughout the New 

Teftament too; as that, they believe in Chriſt 

Mat. xviii. 6. Rojoice in their Faith, Luke i. 44. 

And praiſe God, Mat. xxi. 15, 16. And that they 
are the bleſſed Iahabitants of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat. xix. 14. Mark x. 14. Luke xvii. 15, 16. : 

And that they have a Life Guard of glorious Angels 3 
to attend them, whilſt in this World, Mat. xviil. 10. 
That it is juſt matter of Wonder and Amazement, 
| how a Sect of Men profeſſing Chriſtianity, ſhould 
thus beſtir themſelves with ſuch reſtleſs Zeal and 

Diligence, to caſt them all out of the Viſible Church 
and Kingdom of Chriſt, contrary to his expreſs 

Will revealed in his Word. 

And here many other Texts of e might 
be added, to prove, that the Infants of Believers, 
now under the Goſpel, have the ſame Right to 
Church Memberſhip, 8 by Conſequence to the 
Seal of it too, that the Jeus Infants had in Old Teſta- 
ment times; but J have not Room to enlarge, and 
I think that what T have written already, is ſuffici- 
ent, for one plain Text of Scri pture, or one aan . 
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Argument, is enough to prove any Truth, if 
there was never another. 

Howbcit, I will add to the foregcing Teſtimony, 
that I have the concurring Conſent and Teſtimo- 
ny to this Truth, both in Faith and Practice of 

all the Churches of Chrift, I believe in the whole 
World, but in Europe J am ſure of it, I having 
their Confeſfions: of Faith by me. 
Tue Church of ZEagland, in Article 28, ſaith 
thus, © The Baptiſm of young Children, is in any 
© wiſe to be retained in the Church as moſt agree- 
able with the Inſtitution of Chriſt. . 
The Confeſſion of the Church of Scotland ſaith, 
We confeſs and acknowledge, that Baptiſm ap- 
pertaineth as well to the Infants of the Faithful, 


R 


as unto them that be of Age and Diſcretion, and 


* ſo we damn the Error of the Anabaptiſts, who 
deny Baptiſm to appertain to Children, before 
they have Faith and Underſtanding, _ 
The Church of Auſburgb in Germany, in their 
Confeſſion ſay, Article 9, © We condemn the 
Anabaptiſts, who allow not the Baptiſm of In- 
ſants, and hold that Infants are ſaved though 
they die without Baptiſm, and be not within 
the Church of Gad. The Church of Helvetia, 
in their Conleſſion ſay. We condemn the Ana- | 
© baptiſts, who deny, that luſants, born of faithful 
© Parents are to be Baptized, for according to the 
Doctrine of the Golvel, theirs 1s the Kingdom 
of Heaven, The Church of Bokemia, in Sls 
Confeſſion, fay, For theſe Cauſes do our Mini- 
ſters, without any doubt, and boldly Baptize 
Children in the Name of the Holy Trinity, 
applying unto them a Sign of moſt effectual Ver- 
tue, and a moſt ſure Witneſs, bearing of that 
thing. which by Chriſt's own Words, is aſ- 
4 fgoed TO this Age, and 1s imparted to it“ 
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The French Church in their Confeſſion ſay, Al- 


though Baptiſm be a Sacrament of Faith and k 


8 Repentance, yet ſeeing that God doth, toge- 
| c 


ther with the Parents, account their Poſterity 


© alſo to be of the Church ; we affirm, that In- 
© fants being born of holy Parents, are by the 


© Authority of Chriſt to be Baprized.” The 


| Church of Belgia in their Confeſſion „lay, We de- 


© teſt the Errors of the Anabaptiſts, who condemn 
the Baptiſm of Infants; but we believe the 


* the Infants of che ale were Cireamciſed* , that 


is, by Reaſon of the ſame Promiſes made to our 


Infants that were made to theirs, The Confeſ- 


ſion of Saxony ſaith ; © We alſo Baptize Infants, be- 

* cauſe, it is moſt certain the Promiſe of Grace 
* doth alſo pertain to them, and of theſe it is ſaid, 
- © ſuffer little Children to come unto me, becauſe, 5 
unto ſuch pertaineth the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Fiery of this Matter there be many things writ= 
ten and publiſhed in our Churches, whereby the 
Anabaptiſts are refured, The Conſeſſion of 

Sweden ſaith, And ſee ing that Baptiſm is a 
© Sacrament of that Covenant, which God hath” 
made with thoſe that be his, promiſing that he 


will be their God, and the God of their Seed, 
therefore it ought to be given to Infants alſo, as 
well as thar under Moſes they were Circumciſed ; 


(4 


_ ought to be Baptiſed, and ſealed with the Seal 
” of the Covenant, for the ſame Reaſon, for which 


for we are indeed the Children of Abraham, and ry 
therefore that Promiſe, I will be thy God, and 
the God of thy Seed, doth no leſs belong to us, 
then it did to that Antiept . The * 
tefſion of Wirtemberg ſaith, © We acknowledge that 
Baptiſi is to be nie as well to Infants as 
to thuſe that are grown to full Age, and that it 
is to be uſed! in che Church, even to the end of _ 


the 


cn) 

© the World, in the Name of the Father, of the 
© Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
* Clriſt's Inſtitution. 

I will add the Teſtimony of that moſt excaliogs; 
jearned, and godly Divine, and faithful Martyr, 
Mr. JohnPhilpit, whilſt he was in Priſon ; a Friend 
wrote to him, deſiring his Judgment concerning 
Infants Baptiſm, he returned him a very long 
Anſwer, which you may ſee in Acts and Monu- 
ments, Vol. 3. Pag. 509, Part of which I will 
tranſcribe Verbatim, © Indeed (faith he) if you look 
* upon the Papiſtical Synagogue only, which have 
corrupted God's Word, by falſe Interpretations, 
and have perverted the true Senſe of Chriſt's Sa- 
craments; you may ſeem to have good handfaſt 
of your Opinions againſt the Baptitm of Infants ; 
but foraſmuch as itis of more Antiquity, and had 
its Beginning from God's Word, and from the 
Uſe of the Primitive Church, it muſt not, in re- 
ſpe& of the Abuſe in the Popiſh Church, DE” 
neglecked, or thought not expedient to be 
© uſed in Chriſt's Church. Auxentius, one of 
the Arian Sect, with his Adherents, was one of 
the firſt that denied the Baptiſm of Children; 
and next, after him, Pelagius the Hericick, and 
ſome other there were in St. Bernard's time, as 
doth appear by his Writings. And in our Days, 
the Anabaptiſts, an Inordinate kind of Men, ftir- 
red up by the Devil, to the Deſtruction of the 
© Goſfp a; but the Catholick Truth delivered to us 
by E Scriptures, plainly determineth, that all 
* ſuch are to be Baptized, &c. And again, in Pag. 


PPP 


$10. The Apoſtles in times paſt, being not yet 


- ſufficiently Inſtructed, did murmur againſt thoſe 

© which brought their Children unto the Lord, but 

© the Lord rebuked them, and ſaid, let the Babes 

come unto me; why then do not theſe Rebelli- 
T0 © ous 
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© ous Anabaptiſts obey the Commandment of the 


© Lord, c. And further, in the ſame Page, he 
Fairh, Finally, I can declare out of antient Writers, 


ſtituted by any Counſels, neither by the Pope, 


* them, and new Imaginations, Oc. 


Thus you ſee, they are condemned by all the 
Reformed Churches, which one would think 
ſhould be a Means to reſtrain them from their 
uſual bold, and vain- glorious way of aſſerting, and 


maintaining their own private Opinions. 


And one would alſo think, that the concurring : 
Conſent. and Teftimony Back! in Faith and Practice, 


of all the Churches of Chriſt, ſk- uld be of very 


great Weight, with every unbyalsed ſerious Chri- 
ſtian to determine his Judgment in this Contro- 
verſy: The Apoſtle, Paul, thought ſo, and uſed 
the ſame Argument; (in another Caſe) as you 
may ſee in 1 Cor, xi. 16. But if any Man ſeem 
to be Contentions, we have a0 20 ſuch Cuſtom, neither 

the Churches of G od. s 
And thus I have, though very briefly, yer T 
truſt moſt clearly, and fully proved, 


1, That all the Infants of Believing Parenrs 


were, by the merciful Gift, and Ordinance of 
God, taken | into his Viſible Church and Kingdom, 


5 together, : 


that the Bapriſm of Infants hath continued from 
the Apoſtles tine, until ours; for it was not In- 


nor other Men; but was commanded from the 
© Scriptures, by the Apoſtles themſelves. And fur- 
ther, Page 511, after having quoted the Au— 

thoricies of {ſeveral of the Fathers, he concludes. 
| thus: * 'Thoſe Authorities of Men, I do alledge, 
not to tye the Baptiſm of Children unto the Teſ- 

* timonies of Men; but to ſhew how Mens Teſti- 

* monies do agree with God's Word, and that the 
Verity of Antiquity 1s on our Side. and that 
rhe Anabaptiſts have nothing but Lies for 
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together, with their Parents in Old Teſtament 
times, were Viſibly in Covenant with God, and 
that this bleſſed Priviledge was always ſealed to 
them by Circumciſion, the then Seal of the Co- 
venant, and that this Priviledge was continued 
to Infants in the Jewiſh Church, until the com- | 
ing of Chriſt. 

Adly, That this merciſul Gift and 8 
of God, of Infants Church-Memberſhip, Cc. was 
never repealed; but continues the very ſame now 
under the Goſpel, that it was before the coming 
of Chriſt. And that 
ut, from plain and manifold Teſtimony of the 
Holy Scriptures, both of the Old and New T ef- 
tament, 
ꝛdly, from the concurring Conſent od Tefti- 
mony, both in Faith and Practice, of all the 
Churches of Chriſt, and (which is of very great 
Weight) a faithful Mar tyr of Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt 
a Priſoner for his Sake, who all, with great Zeal, 
and with one Conſent, bear witneſs to this Truth, 
And ſure all this doth amount to ſuch a clear 
and ſubſiantial Proof of what I am pleading for, 
that one would think no Man in the World 
ſhould ever pretend to deny it. 
But I obſerve by the way, That notwithſtand- 
ing the Anabaptiſts ſhew ſuch an unbounded 
Zeal againſt Infants Baptiſm, under the Notion of 
ſtrictly adhering to the Rule of the Goſpel, yet 
they themſelves generally walk contrary to it in 
their own Practice; for, according to the Rule 
of the Goſpel, every one ought to be Bapriſed 
immediately, upon their believing in Chriſt; fo 
was the three thouſand Converted by Peter, As 
1 41. $0 was the Eunuch, Acts vili. 36. So was : 
the Apoſtle aul, Ads ix. 18, Tea he was greatly 
haftues to it, by Ananias, Acts xxii. 16. And now, 
why 


(140 
why tarrieſt thou, ariſe and be Baptiſed, and ſo was 
Cornelius and "all his Company, Acts x. 47. So 


wa: Lydia and all her Honſbold, Acts xvi. 15. And 


fo was the Faylor and all his, even the ſame Hour 


of the Nigit, Acts xvi. 33. And we have not one 
Inſtance in all the New Teſtament of any one 
that delayed ir for any Cauſe whatſoever, no, 
not for an Hour. 


But the generally delay it many Months, yea, 


"Years after they profeſs to believe in Chriſt, and 


very many of them are never Baptized at all; 


who, yet have Courage enough to be perpetually 


encountering of us with bitter Invectives againſt 
Infants Bap: iſm, as an unſcriptural Practice, yea, 


To far are they tranſported with an intemperate 


Zeal in this Point, joyned with a e Aſſurance 


of an eaſy and compleat Victory, that they make 


this their Herculean Club, wherewith they pre- 
ſume, that they are able to knock down every 


one that durſt be ſo hardy as to oppoſe them, 
juſt like as the Papiſts do by their Idol Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, which they all preſume 
- with the like Aflura nee, is unan{werable; for 


what ſaift thou (ſay they) to the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the Altar; doth not the Scripture ſay, 


Hoc eſt Corpus meum, This is my Body; and how 
will the poor Heretick be able to confute them; 


who have ſuch plain Scripture on their Side to 
ſupport them. And fo ſay the Anabaptiſts, doth 
not the Scripture ſay, believe, and be Baptized ; 
but Infants cannot believe, and therefore cond 
ought not to be Baptized. 
Thus the Argument and 1 Concluſion! runs 
Parallel on both Sides, and both Parties manage 
it wich a like Zeal and Aſſurance. I come noẽ- 
to anſwer ſome of the moſt uſeful Objections 
that are raiſed againſt our Practice of Baptizing 


Infants, A,. NO | 5 Lit, 


ens) 


1ſt. Infants are not capable of anſwering the 


Ends of Baptiſm, for it is an engaging Sign, 


and fonifies the Waſhing away of Sin i in the Blood 


of Chriſt, 


I] anſwer, ſo was Circumciſion as much an en- 


gaging Sign as Baptiſm; for every one that was 


circumciſed, he thereby became a Debtor to do the 


whole Law, Gal. v. 3. And our lufants are as ca- 


pable of the One, as the Jews Fi was of the 


55 Other. 


, How c: can an Infant covenant with God, N 
or be engaged by this Sign (Baptiſm) impoſed on 


him without his Conſent. 

l lanſwer, 1k. God choſe the Iſraelites and their 
little ones both together, as hath been proved be- 
fore from Deut. xxix. 11, 12, 13. and entered in- 
to a Covenant, and into an Oath with them, that 
he might eſtabliſh them both together to be a 


People unto himſelf, and that he might be unto 


them a God; and then the Want of Capacity or 
Conſent in their little ones was no Bar to their 
Church-Membeiſhip and Circumciſion: And ſure 
our little ones are full as capable of the ſame 
. Mercy ; and then this is but a very vain and tri- 
fling Objection. 

. God hath given n Godly Parents this Right 


and Power over their Children, to engage them in 
Covenant with God, yea and to diſengage them 
from God too, and that not only in Infancy, but 


in riper Years alſo; as you may ſee, Numb. xxx. 3, 
4, 5. where God gave the Father er to diſan- 


nul his Daughter 8 Vow, though made to God | 


_ himſelf. 


Moreover, though our miſtaken Brethren ſtu- 


dy Arguments to diſpute their Children out of 


= Church and Kingdom of God, yet they are 


as careful as others A ger them à Share in the 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom of this World, and never queſtion their 
own Right, nor their Childrens Capacity or Con- 
ſent either, when they bind or engage them to 
perform Conditions ſtipulated in Deeds, Bonds, 


or Leaſes, even in their Infant State, or before 


they are born either; if they think they can get 

any thing by it. %%%» 
But is not this a very ſtrange Deluſion for them 

to think that they have no Right to engage their 


Children in Covenant with God for their Good 
for want of a Capacity and Conſent, though he 


commands it and challengeth them for his own 


Covenant People, together with their Parents, as 
hath been fully proved before ; and yet at the 
ſame time to think that they have a juſt Right 


to engage them in Covenants with Men without 

any ſuch Capacity or Conſent either, though 

many times to their Prejudice or Undoing. 
But to ſuch we may well ſay as the Apoſtle 


Paul to the Galatians in another Caſe, Chap. v. 8. 


This Perſuaſion cometh not of him that calleth you. 
3d Obj. According to the Goſpel Rule, Teach- 


ing and Belicving ought to go before Baptizing ; 


but Infants are not capable of being taught, nor 


of making an acual Confeſſion of their Faith; 
and therefore they ought not to be Baptized. _ 
I Anſw. So did Teaching and Believing always 
go before Circumciſion in the Adult, as you may 
ſee it did in Abrabam, Rom. iv. 11. And be received 
the Sign of Circumcifion a Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Faith which he had yet being uncircumciſed. 
Thus you ſee that Believing went before Circum- 
ciſing then, as well as now before Baptizing in 
grown Perſons ; for Circumciſion was then the 


{fame that Baptiſm is now (viz.) A Seal of the 


Righteouſneſs of Faith, And I have before fully 
proved, that God did always receive the Children 


of. 


4 


of Believers into his Viſible Church and King= | 


dom together with themſelves ; and hath declared, 
Deut. iv. 37. That becauſe he hoved thy Fathers, theres 


| fore he choſe their Seed after them. And Pſalms ; 
XXXVii. 25, 26. That the Seed of the Righteous is 
Bleſſed, you fee God ſpeaks very plain, bur when 
| Men are Wedded to their own Opinions they 


will not regard him, 
4th Obj. If Infants are Church Members, and 


ought to be Baptiſed, why may they not alſo re- 


ceive the Lord's Supper. 


Anſw. It is unmannerly and unſafe to preſume 


"=p require of Chrift, a Reaſon of any of his In- 
ſtitutions, and 1 have before proved, that they 


ought to be Baptiſed, let them prove if they can, 


that they ought to receive the Lord's Supper. 
5th 0%. If Chriſt would have Infants to be 
Church Members, and Baptized, it is ftrange 


that he had not left us ſome Precept or Precedent 


for it in the New Teſtament. 


Auſw. I think he hath, and that 1 have moſt 


clearly and fully proved it already; but then give 
me leave to ask you 


iſ, What Precept or Precedent have vou in 
all che- New Teſtament, for Womens receiving 


the Lord's Supper, not one, I am ſure, and yer 


you can find out the 1 ruth in this Caſe wirhout 


either. | 
2dly, What Precept or Precedent have you in 


all the New Teſtament, for ſwearing before a 


Magiſtrate, when Our Saviour commands us not 
to Swear at all, Mat. v. 34. And the Apoſtle James 
commands Uus, abous al Things not to ſwear at all, 


neither by the Heaven, neither by the Earth, neither 


by any other Oath, James v. I. 


3dly, What Precept or Precedent have you in 


all the New Teſtament fer the change of the 
| Sabbath 
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Sabbath Day ; ; Men God comminuded the Children 
of Iſrael to keep the Seventh Day throughout their 
Generations, for a perpetual Covenant, Exod. xxxi. 16. 

4thly, What Precept or Pr ecedent have you in 
all the New Teſtament for a Chriſtian Magiſtracy, 
when Our Saviour commanded his Diſciple, Mat. 
xx. 25, 26. Saying, ye know that the Princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over bent; ut it en 
not be ſo among you, & . | 

th, What Precept or Preced lent have you in 
the New Teſtament for going to Law, when it 


| ſeems to be forbidden, Mat. v. 40. and 1 Cor. vi. 


x. Now is not this a very ftrange thing that you 
can eaſily get over the Difficulty in all theſe, and 
many other Caſes; and yet at the ſame Time, you. 
will ſtudioufly endeavour to make this Difficult 
which is very plain. You can find no Precept nor 
Precedent in all the New Teſtament for Infants. 
Church- Memberſhip and Baptiſm; but in theſe 
and many other Caſes you want none, but can 
eaſily find out the Truth without either, yea, Be- 
lieve and Practice contrary to the expreſs Letter 
of the Text; which looks as if you was very 
Partial in your Faith, and will believe nothing 
but what you like. 5 

6thly, Another uſual Ge againſt the Bap2 


tizing of Infants is, the Example of our Saviour, 
who was not Baptized till ke was about 1 hirty 


Years of Age, Luke ili. 23. 


Anſw. Whether this Obje&ion i E 1 deſi gn⸗ 


edly to ſerve a Turn, or through Ignorance, Lam. 
wholly at a Loſs to determine: But let ſuch know, 
that Baptiſm was not appointed by God to be a 
Sacrament, but about fix Months before our Sa- 
viour was Baptized ; for none Baptized before John, 
1nd he did not (nor could not according to the Law) 


nter upon the Work of the Miniſtry till he was 
D Thirty 
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Thirty Years old, fee Numb. iv. 3, 23. And John 
was but about Six Months older than our Savi- 
our, as you may ſee in Luke i. 36. ſo that he could 
not be Baprized above Six Months earlier; neither 
did our Saviour himſelf enter upon the Work of 
the Miniſtry till he was about Thirty Years old; 
| ſee Luke iii. 21, 23. But ſuch Whims may ſerve 
to amuſe and impoſe upon the ignorant and un- 
wary. eee e 
But it will be expected now that J ſhovld alſo 
declare my Judgment concerning the Mode or 
Manner how Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred ac- 
cording to its Primitive or firſt Inſtitution. And 
of this J freely declare, that Iam fully perſuaded 
in my own judgment and Conſcience, that the 
Mode of Baptizing by Dipping or Plunging the 
whole Body under Water, is a groſs Error and 
Innovation, it having no Foundation in the Word 
of God. . a po py a pn on a 5 
The Grounds or Reaſons for this, my Perſua- 
ſion are, That I cannot find, throughout all the 
New Teſtament, any Precept or Command to 
Baptize by Dipping ; nor any Precedent, or Ex- 
ample of any one that was Baptized that way. 
But now if they could ſhew us in the Word of 
| God, any one Command to Baptize by Dipping ; 
or any Precedent or Example of any one that 
was Baptized that way, then we ſhould be very 
inexcuſable to diflent from them; but this, they 
can never do; and therefore it will be very un- 
warrantable for us to receive this, as well as any 
other Human Invention in the worſhip of God. 
Indeed, they tell us, with the greateſt Aſſurance, 
that it was fo Inſtituted, and fo Practiced, by ſuch 
and ſuch, and we may take their Word for it 
if we will, but this they can never prove by Au- 
thority of God's Word. 
5 But 
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But the Texts of Scripture, which they wreſt 
to ſupport their unſound Opinions, arc. chiefly 
theſe that follow, (viz.) Mat. iii. 16. Ard Feſus 
when he was Baptized, went up ſtraittay 0:it of the 
Water, &c. And in Mark i. 9. Aud it came to paſs in 
thoſe Days, that Jeſus came from Nazareth F Gal- 
ile, and was Baptized of John in Jordan, and Mat. 
Iii. 5, 6. Then went out to him Jeruſalem, and all 
Judea, aud all the Region round about ]. Tan, and 
vas Baptized of John in Jordan. 

I anſyer, That they were Baptized of 900 „ in 
Jordan, is evident from theſe and other Jexts of 
Scripture; but that they were Baptized by Dip- 
ping or Plunging the whole Body under Water, 
the Scripture doth not lay; and then we have 
no Reaſon to believe it, we having no greater 
Authority for it then their bare „ 
Again, another Text is, As viii. 38. And 
they . went down both into the Water, both Puilip 

and the Eunuch, and he Baptized him, -and ver. 39. 
And when they were come up out of the Vater, &c. 
Now (fay they) © What could this going down 
of both into the Water be for, but in order to 
a Dip the Eunuch under the Water in Baptizing 

him. 

I anſwer It, We do not Read Mt he was 
Baptized in that Manner, nor of any Circum- 
ſtance relating thereunto, neither. before nor af- 
terwards, (lx) fuch as ſtripping, and putting 
on change of Raiment, Oc. But chat the Spirit 
of the Lord immediately caught away Philip; and 
that the Eunuch went on his way Rejoycing. 
Again, 
A2dly, In Mat. Fe iK iS aid of Our Saviour, 
That he went up into a Mountain, and Mat, xiv. 
23. It is ſaid of him again, That le went up in- 


to a Mountain, Ke, And you may as well infer 
D 3 from 
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from thence, That Our Saviour went into the 
_ Mountain, or that he was dipt into the Moun- 
tain, as you may Infer, That becauſe Philip and 
the Eunuch went down into the Water, therefore 
the Eunuch was dipt all under Water, ſo Our Sa- 
viour went up into the Mountain, 'Therefore he 
was dipt all into, or under the Mountain, for 
the Words are exactly the ſame in both Places. 
But there is allo another Text, which they 

think to be more full to their Purpoſe, which 

is John iii. 23. And John 4% was Baptizing in 
Anon, near Salem, becauſe, there was much Wa- 
ter there; now ſay they again, Why ſhould John 

© make choice of a Place for Baptizing where 
there was much Water, but for the better Con- 
_ © venience of Dipping thoſe whom he Baptized. 
I Anſwer, Here is not one Word of God, 
for Dipping hitherto, only they would have it 
to be to at i Venere. 


But to Anſwer directly and fully to the Pur- 
poſe, The true State of the Caſe, was certainly 
this, (vz.) It was the Cuſtom in all theſe Coun- 
tries, to go with their Feet and Legs naked, only, 
ſometimes they wore Shoes or Sandals, but ge- 

nerally, they wore neither, but went Bare-foor, 
and for that Reaſon, it is, that we ſo often Read 
of waſhing their Feet in both the Old and New 
Teſtaments; ſo Gen. xviii.4. Abraham ſaid to the 
Angels, let a little Water I pray you be fetched and 
waſh your Feet, Aud ſo ſaid Lot to the ſame Angels. 
Gen. xXix. 2. Aud ſo did Laban to Abraham's 
Servants, he gave them Water to waſh their Feet. 
Gen. xxiv. 32. And ſ» did Joſeph's Steward to 
his Brethren. Gen. Ixiii. 24. He gave them Na- 
ter, and they waſhed their Feet, And fo did the old 
Man to the Levite and his Concubine, Judges xix. 
21. Where obſerve, that the Women alſo went 
* N 3 n 
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Bare-Foot, as well as the Men, yea, and ſo con- 
ſtant a Cuſtom this was with them, of waſhing 


their Feet, eſpecially after a Journey; that the 
Apoſtle Paul, reckons this very Work of waſh- _ 


Ing the Saints Feet, to be one neceſſary Qualifi- 


cation of a Widow indeed, 1 Tim. v. 10. I ſhe 
| bath lodged Strangers, if ſhe h ath waſhed the Saints 
Feet, &c. Now the Cale being ſo, that they all 
went Bare-Foot, both Men and Wc omen, it was 


a very agreeable T 1 and leſs trouble then 


any other way for them, to go a little way into 


a River to be Bap Fe t, without being Dipt | 
or Plung'd all under Witer 3 5 
But againſt this, they Argue, why then is it 


ſaid, John ili. 23. That John WA Baptizing in: 
Anon, near Salem, Lacan there was much Mater 
there, when (as fome ot them have, in ſcorn and 


banter told me, that) A Baſon full of Water was 


enough to Sprinkle n "any Hundreds, To ſuch 
| Scoffers I Antwer, 


iſt, So would A Pond like one of theirs, - th 5 


2 little good Contrivance, ſerve to Dip many 
"Thouſands as commodiouſly as Jordan or Anon. 


2dly, It required the Convenience of much 


Water for fo great a Multirude of People in a 
Wilderneſs, for many other Occaſions, bel ides 
Baptizing, fee Numb. xx. 11. and Eſalm. cy. 41. 


3dly, It was à very agreeable Convenience, 


even for Baptizing alſo, Conſidering, 


iſt, The Place where they were Coke: ) in a Wil- 


: derneſs: where they had no other Convenience 


for Baptizing, but the Rive 
2dly, The Manner how 1 — went (vz.) Bare- 


Foot, both Men and Women, and therefore it 


was a very agreeable Thing, and leſs trouble than 


any other way, for them to ſtep a little way into 


the Rive er, tor Joon to ta ke of the Water in his 
| D 3 Hand, 
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Hand, aid Baptize them therewith, by Sprinkling | 


or Pouring it on their Head or Face, than to do 


it any other way: And this, no doubt, was the 
antient and true Mode of Baprizing, Practiſed 


by John the Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles. - 

For if our Baptiſm may be allow'd to ſi i 
or Repreſent to us, either our Juſtification, by 
the Blood of Chriſt, or our Sanctification by the 


Holy Spirit, both theſe are Repreſented or "held 
forth to us by Sprinkling, as you may ſee, Iſa. 
Ii. 15. KY ſpall he Sprinkle many Nations, &c. And 


Heb. xii. 24. And to the Blood of Sprinkling, that 
ſpeaketh better Things than the Blood of Abel. And 


1 Pet. i. 2. Elecl according to the foreknowledge of 


Cod, the Father, through Sanctification of the Spirit, 


ents Obedience, "aut Sprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus _ 
_ Chriſt, &c. And Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Then will | © 
Sprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean 
From all thy Filthineſs, and from all Jour Idols will 5 


7 Cleanſe you, &c. 


Now it is worthy our Gerious Obſerration here, 
That the ſanctifying Operations of the Holy _ 
Spirit, 1s expreſsiy called,” a Sprinkling of clean 
Water upon his People, which ſeems plainly to 
denote an exact Harmony and Agreement be- 


twixt the Sign and the Thing fignitied, ſee alſo 


Heb. ix. 18, T9, 20: 33,23; Oc. A here you will _ 
find, that all Things under the Law were Purged rr 


Clennſed by Sprinkling of Blood. 


Thus you ſee that here is no Command of God 
to Baptize by Dipping the whole Body under 


Water, nor any Precedent or Example of any 


one that was Baptized that way, notwithſtanding, 
tit is ſo vehemently urged upon us to believe it. 


And therefore for them to infer from John's 
Baptizing in Anon, becauſe, there was much Wa— 
Ler there, or from Perſons going down imo the 
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Water to be Baptized; and coming up out of the 


Water after they had been Baptized; ; that the re- 


fore they were Dipped or Plunged all under Wa- 


ter in their Baptiſm, is a Conceit, which hath 
no. Foundation in the Word of God. 


For conſider, that here was a great Multitude 


of both Men and Women Baptized, and that in a 
Wilderneſs, where they could have no Conveni- 
ence for ſtripping, and putting on dipping Gar— 
ments, had they been provided with fuch, which 
would be very ridiculous, to imagine that they 
| were: And it is certain, that very many of them, 
if not all, were far from their own Home, and 
they muff 

(wix.) either Cloathed or Naked; now if they 
will ſay, that they were all, both Men and Wo- 
men, Baptized Naked, T hen I anſwer. ; 


be Baptized one of theſe two Ways, 


That the Pure and Holy God, who, to Gut 


_ againſt all appearance of Immodeſty, commanded 
1 Prieſts, Ex od. xx. 26. Not to go up by Steps unto 
bis Altar, that their Nakedneſs might not be diſco- 


wered thereon ; could never Inſtitute ſuch a Beaſtly 


4 way of Adminiſtering an Ordinance, as is juſtly 
to be abhorred by all model Women, and Men 
8 too. 


But if they will . 1 that chey were . 


0 Cloathed, and that by Immerſion, or Dipping the 


Body all under Water. Then I muſt tell them, 


that we have no Reaſon to believe them. For 
I appeal to their own Conſciences, whether any 


one of them, who make ſo much Diſturbance 


about it, durſt preſume to go and be N (ſup - 
poſe) 1 in the River Thames, and then 


ravel ten 
or twenty Miles, or more, in that Condition; as 


very many of them, both Men and Women, muſt 


needs do, who were Baptized by John in the 


Wilderneſs, ſee Mat. iii. 5. 


„ But 
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But if they will ſay yes, they would ; then again, 


J mult tell them, that their own conftant Practice 


doth conſute them, for they cannot give us one 
ſingle Inſtance of any Man, and much leſs of any 
Woman, who, when Baptized thus by them, that 
went Home | in that Condition, though they had 
not one Quarter of a Mile to go; no, far from 


that; for they are firſt ſtript and dreft i in a Dip- 
ping Garment, and then after they have been 


Dipt, they are again ſtript and dried, and dreſt 


in their own, Apparel, with the utmoſt Diligence 
and Diſpatch; and that in a warm Room, and 


before the warming comfortable Tofluences of a 


good Fire ; all which, are ſuch Conveniencies as 
are not to be found in any Wilderneſs in the 


World. 


But then by all this e Proceeding; it 18 
very evident that they are Conſcious to themſelves, 

that ſuch mad doings would be abominably odious 
and ridiculous to others, and very hazardous, it 


not deſtructive to the Perſon thus Baptized ; elſe, 
why have they themſelves left Rivers and Wil- 


derneſſes, for warmer Places and better Conve- 

- niences: And then, w ny would they impoſe on 
us, to believe that, which they themſelves durſt 
not preſume, no, not ſo much as once to put in 


Pradtice. 


But then there are two other OY of Serie 


ture, which I muſt not omitt, becauſe, they lay 
bach a very great Streſs upon them, as firſt, Rom. 


vi. 3, 4. Know ye not that ſo many of us as were _ 


Baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, dere Baptix ed into his 


\ Death, therefore we are buried with lim by Baptiſm 
into Death, The other Text is Col. ti. 12. Buried 
with bim by. Baptiſm, wherein, alſo, you are riſen 
with Lim through the Faith f the Operation of Ged. 
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Now (ſay they) what can be plainer, Perſons 
are to be buried under the Water in Baptiſm, 
as Chriſt was buried in the Grave, and they muſt be 


covered all over, elſe they are not buried; Bap- 


tiſm is to be ſo Adminiſtred as to Repreſent the 


Burial and Reſurrection of Chriſt; for ſo ſaith 
the Text, buried with him by Baptiſm. f 


To which I anſwer, That the whole of your 


plauſable arguing from both theſe Texts, is un- 
ſound, and utterly falſe. - Fort,. 


iſt, Did the Lord Jeſus Chriſt inſtitute Bap- 


tiſm, to Repreſent his Sufferings, either wholly 


or in part, no, certainly the Lord's Supper, and 


that alone was appointed to that End, as you 


may ſee in Lake xxli. 19. This is my Body which. 


ts given for jou; this do in Remembrance of me, &c. 
And 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24. The Lord Jeſus the ſame 


Night in which he mas betrayed, a took Bread, | aud | 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, aud ſaid, 


tale, eat this is my Body which is broken for you, This 


&a in Remembrance of me, and VET. 2, Ajter the 
ſame Manner alſo, he tock the Cup when he had ſup- 
ped, ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſtament in my. 
Blood. This do ye as oft as ye Drink it, in Remem- 
, ß ay 

But where hath he ſaid be you Dipped or 
Plunged, or Buried, either under Water in Bap- 


tiſm in Remembrance of me, or to Repreſent my 
Burial and Reſurrection. And then how durſt 


vou preſume to appoint wrong Ends for any of 
Chriſt's Ordinances, which he never appointed; 
and wreſt the Scripture to ſupport an Error. 
1 VF 
Adly, It was not Baptiſm with Water, which 
was here meant, but the Baptiſm of Chriſt's 
Sufferipgs, which was alſo called his Baptiſm; as 
as you may fee Mat. xx. 22. Where Our Saviour 
FTT pki 
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| ſpeaking to his Diſciples, ſaith, Are ye 407 70 
Drink of the Cup which I ſhall Drin of, and to be 
| Bapiized with the Baptiſm that I am Baptized with, 
And it was this great Baptiſm of his great Suf- 
 ferings, that he was o much concerned about, 
| Luke X11. 50. But I have a Baptiſm to be Baptized 
with, aud how am I ſtraitned till it be Accompliſhed. 
Ano it was this Baptiſm of his Sufferings, that 
Believers are here ſaid to be Buried with Chriſt, 
into, as is evident from the very Words of the 
Text, at large. Rom. vi. 3, 4. Know ye not that 
Jo many of us, as were Baptized into Feſus Chriſt 
were Baptized into his Death, ver. 4. Therefore we 
are Buried with him, by Battiſm into Death, that 
like as Chriſt was rat ihd up from the Dead, by the 
Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
neuneſs of Life, ſee alſo ver. 6, Knowing this, that 
our old Mau is crucified with him, that the Body of 
Sin might be deſtroyed. 
Thus you may ſee, that theſe Texts have a 
Myſtical and Spiritual meaning. Ir is the old 
Man. the Body of Sin, that is here ſaid to be 
Crucified, ry to be dead and buried with Chrift ; 
and the Reſurrection here ſpoken of, is from the 
Death of Sin, to the Life of Grace. For the | 
Scope and Deſign of the Apoſtle in theſe Places, 
is to ſet forth and prove, that Suretiſhip Union, 
which is between Chriſt (the mediatorial Head) 
and all the Members of his myſtical Body; there 
being no one part of Obedience, either Active or 
Paſtive, which Chrift (the Mediator) performed 
in the aſſumed Nature ; but all his Members are 
{aid to do, and perform the ſame, and all the Ef- 
ſects and ſaving Benefits thereof, do redound to 
all the Ele&; and all this is fi gnified and ſealed 
in Baptiſm, to all the Elect; ſo that unleſs you 
are willfully Blind, you cannot but ſee, that this 
Text 


from the Dead. 
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Text hath nothing to do with your Water Bap- 


tiſm, though, both this, and the other are ſo 
often wreſted by you, to ſerve a Turn. 

And for the other Text in Col. ii. 12. Buried 
with him in Baptiſm, &c. That is Buried with 
Chriſt in the Baptiſm of his Sufferings, which 
through Faith was made theirs, (as hath been 
clearly proved already) and not in your Water 
Baptiſm, as is alſo evident from the following 
Words ; wherein alſo, you are riſen with him through 
he Faith of the Operation of God, who raiſed him 
Thus you ſee, that as Believers, are here ſaid 
to be Buried with Chriſt; ſo they are alſo ſaid 
to be riſen with him, and beth to be through the 
Faith of the Operation of God, who raiſed Chriſt from 
the Dead. | = 
But you riſe up out of the Water in your 


| Baptiſm, by Works, and thar of the Operation 
| of the Man that lifts you up.  _ 


And thus Believers are 'not only ſaid to be 


buried with Chriſt, but according to this ſame 
Language of the Goſpel, they are alſo ſaid to be 


Circumciſed in him, Col. ii. 11. And to be Crucified 
with him, Gal. 11. 20. And to be dead with him, 
Rom. vi. 8. Aud to be riſen with him, Col. ili. 1. 
All which you may as well and as warrantably 


pretend to imitate from theſe Texts, as to be 
buried with him from the other, yea, and accord- 


ing to this ſame Language of the Goſpel, they are 
alſo ſaid to be quickned together with Chriſt, and raiſed 
up together, and made to fit together in heavenly Places 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ ii. 5, 6. ; 
From all which, (I ſay) it is very evident, that 
Believers were conſidered, as being together with 


! Chriſt in all his Sufferings, as their common 
| Head and Repreſentative; for all that he did, 


and 


6 
and ſuffered, was not only for their ſakes, but 
alſo in their room and ſtead, 1fazah lin. 5. And 
therefore as they were with him in all his Sufferings, 
je th ey Hall be Eteraa'ly with him in his Glory. 
Thus I truſt, I have made good my Aſſertion, 
(viz..) That the Mode of Baptizing, by Dipping 
or Pl lungins the whole Body under Water, is a 
groſs Error and Innovation, it having neither Pre- 
cept nor Precedent for it in the Word of God. 
And, now I ſolemnly declare, in the Preſence 
and Fear of Almighty God, who knowed our 
Keart s, That I have done not hing through Strife or 
vaia Glory, but in in eerueſs and lowlineſs of Mind, 
fincerely eſteeming many 6 | Hoſe, whom TI have oppoſed 
better than my elf, Philip. 11. 3 And had not- 
the deciding of this Controverſy been of much 
greater Importance then is generally apprehended 
by moſt, I ſhould have been far from engaging 
in this moſt diſagreeable Task; but all thoſe, who 
deny Infants Baptiſm, | deny alfo their Church- 
| Memberſhip, and make no Difference betwixt the 
Infants of Believers, and the Infants of Heathens 
or Mahemetans, and alſo exclude from Church- 
fellowſhip, or Communion with them, at the Lord's 
Table, all thoſe, feu never ſo Holy and Or- 
thodox Chriflians) who difter from them in their 
Mode of Baptizing , and thus under pretence of 
ſtrictly adhering to the Rule of the Goſpel, they 
call Men off from an able Godly On Mi- 
niſtry, and ſeperate the People "Fence their lawful 
and faithful Paſtors, which is a thing greatly to 
be lamented, that ſo many, who, one would 
hope were Perſons that did truly fear God, ſhould 
be ſo far impoſed upon and miſled, as to Believe 
that all the able faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in the World, are worthy to be deſerted and ſe- 
perated from, (as St their uſual Cuſtom) for no 
8 other 
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other Cauſe, but only for that, they dare no 
in Conſcience part with the Truth and Ordinances 


of God, and conform themſelves to their miſtaken 


Opinions and Practice, from which, and all other 


Errors and Miſtakes, the Lord of his Infinite 
Mercy deliver both us and them. 


FINIS. 
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Hs; POSTSCRIPT 


IT Was aware, that ſome would be ready to ob- 


je& againſt me, the Antiquity of the Mode 


of Baptizing, by Immerſion in the Primitive 
Church, and as I am familiarly acquainted with 
all that hath been argued for it, in Point of Anti- 
quity, ſo I had prepared (I think) a full and ſa- 
tisfactory Anſwer thereunto, and proceeded fo far 


as to carry it to the Printer; but finding that it 


would raiſe the Book to double the Price that 
J intended; and thereby prevent, in a great 
Meaſure, its uſefulneſs to many, who needed it 
moſt, and for whom it was chiefly deſigned, I 
thought it would be much better to omitt it, as 


not being very material : For in the Primitive 


Church they Baptized by a Trine Immerſion, which 
the Anabaptiſts diſallow and diſuſe; and how to 
know which may be in the Right the Primitive 
Fathers or the preſent Anabaptiſts, is a very 
difficult Point; which remains yet undecided by 
them. And which ſeems to me to be a ſufficient 
Proof (were there no other) That neither of them 
are of Divine Inſtitution ; but that they both 
were the witty Inventions of Mens fruitful Brains, 
who, always love to add to, alter and mend God's 
pure Inſtitutions” 
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